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Alpha & Omega Bible School  
1020 N Los Ebanos Rd 
Mission, TX 78572 
(956) 581- 4774 

 
BIB 114 – Christ in the Synoptic Gospels 

Fall 2022 Course I Level I (September 12 – October 31) 
 

Facilitator: Rene A. Barrera, BASOL, EDR Children’s Pastor, Faculty  
Office: By appointment at office of El Divino Redentor A/D 
             Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
Telephone: (956) 241-6349 
Email: edrmissionkids@gmail.com 
Class time: 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
Classroom: Youth Chapel 
 

C O U R S E   P L A N  
 
Course Description:     BIB114  
 

Christ in the Synoptic Gospels    Continuing Education Units (5) 
 

This course is an introductory study of our Lord’s life and times according to the Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. It examines the background of the world into which Christ came “when the time had 
fully come.” It focuses on His life from the Annunciation to the Ascension. It also stresses His message 
and His method, including His parables and His miracles. Organized around three themes—(1) the  
world, (2) the Man, and (3) the message—this study helps students integrate their understanding of 
Christ’s life and work with a clear commitment to live by the principles He taught and the values He 
demonstrated.  
 
Required Material: Christ in the Synoptic Gospels (TEI) by Michael R. McClaflin  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Objectives  
 
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to  
 

1. Explain the term Synoptic Gospels, when it came into focus, and the nature of the so-called 
“Synoptic problem.”  

2. Discuss the historical background of Palestine and the Jewish religious development that 
prepared the way for Christ’s coming.  

3. Identify key events in the early life of Christ, His public ministry, and His final days on earth.  
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4. Distinguish between Christ’s early ministry, greater Galilean ministry, later Judean/Perean 
ministry, and Passion Week.  

5. Summarize Christ’s teachings on the kingdom of God as they relate to the church and the world.  
6. Explain Christ’s purpose in using parables and miracles and discuss His teaching method.  
7. Analyze and participate in God’s plan to redeem through the life, death, resurrection, and 

commission of Christ. 

Recommended reading (optional) 
 

 

 
Means of Assessment:  

 
The totality of the final grade is taken from the final exam.  

 
CLASS PREPARATION  
Discussion / Participation  
The student’s attendance and participation is imperative to the learning process. Exposure to the material 
at home through assigned material and the attentiveness in the classroom will be conducive to a higher 
comprehension of the material. Each student is expected to attend class, unless there is an overwhelming 
circumstance, notify the facilitator if a class will be missed. The priority is that you may be prayed for 
and that the student remain abroad with coursework.  
 
Assignments  
Each week there is assigned reading; utilize each day to advance, do not stay behind. Exposure to 
material by reading, through evaluations after each chapter, by responding to each chapter questionnaire, 
and finally summarized by the facilitator is what will give you success.  
 
FINAL EXAM  
A final exam will be administered on Class 8 (October 31). The exam will be closed book. For the 
students that present online, they will log-in to their student portal and proceed; the grade will be given 
instantly after submitting exam. A two (2) hour window will be given to each student to complete the 
exam and the option to take a hardcopy exam with use of a scantron. Students will take exam on the 
same day and time irrelevant to the format chosen. 

 
Harassment  
Alpha & Omega Bible School is committed to the core values of our Vision:  

CONNECT: develop relationships  
GROW: teach biblical principles  
SERVE: participation / teamwork  

  GO: continue making disciples  
WORSHIP  
 

This will provide for an ambiance of respect, violence-free, and a culture of learning. A classroom 
where harassment has no footstool gives testimony of our spiritual convictions; that is, of peace and love 
for one another and respecting the autonomy of others. 
 
 

Title: Recommended reading:  

Author: Riggs, Ralph 

Publishing House: Gospel Publishing House 
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Statement of academic dishonesty and plagiarism  
Credit to: http://www.globaluniversity.edu/PDF/catalogBSB.pdf 
 
Basic Standards of Academic Integrity 
Registration at Global University requires adherence to the university’s standards of academic integrity. 
Many of these standards may be intuitively understood and are not listed exhaustively; the following 
examples represent some basic types of behavior that are unacceptable: 
 
1. Cheating:  

a) using unauthorized notes, aids, or information when taking an examination;  
b) submitting work done by someone else as your own;  
c) copying or paraphrasing someone else’s work and submitting it as your own.  

2. Plagiarizing: submitting someone else’s work, claiming it as your own, or neglecting to give  
    appropriate  documentation when using any kind of reference material. Plagiarism, whether      
    purposeful or unintentional, includes copying or paraphrasing materials from a study guide,  
    textbook, or any other published or unpublished source. Words, thoughts, or ideas taken  
    from any source must be properly documented according to the Global University  
    Undergraduate Form and Style Guide.  
3. Fabricating: falsifying or inventing any information, data, or citation  
4. Obtaining an unfair advantage:  

a) stealing, reproducing, circulating, or otherwise gaining access to examination  
    materials prior to the time authorized by the instructor or examination supervisor;  
b) unauthorized collaboration on an academic assignment;  
c) retaining, possessing, using, or circulating previously given examination materials  
    where those  materials clearly indicate they are to be returned to the examination  
    supervisor or to the Global University offices at the conclusion of the examination.  

 
Disciplinary action for not maintaining standards of academic integrity range from lowering a grade for 
a paper to dismissal from the program, depending on the severity of the offense. 

 
Expectation of Facilitator and Students  
Each student is expected to have a higher level of commitment; with self and given to a deeper 
understanding of the Holy Scriptures. Facilitators are delivering with fear of the Lord and prepared to 
give explanations and textually conveying in accordance with the expected practices outlined by Global 
University / Berean School of the Bible / Alpha & Omega Bible School.  

 
Communication with the Facilitator  
Facilitators are readily available to actively listen to student’s questions and concerns in the following 
manner:  

1. In person: according to the hours outlined in this syllabus.  
2. email: to set up a face to face appointment or questions; leave brief messages and   
    give facilitator 24- 48 hours to respond.  
3. Phone: by call or text messaging.  
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Ministerial Credentials  
Credit: 
 
http://www.globaluniversity.edu/PDF/catalogBSB.pdf 
 
The Berean School of the Bible offers continuing education study programs for adults. Courses offered 
within the Ministerial Studies diploma program satisfy the educational requirements for 
Assemblies of God ministerial credentials as approved by the Assemblies of God, USA, 
and provide enriching learning for lay leaders. Ministerial credentials are issued by the General Council 
Credentials Committee on the recommendation of the appropriate district:  
 
Texas Gulf Hispanic District               https://www.txgulfhispanic.org/credentials 
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Date  Homework Classwork 
September 
12 
 
1st Class & 
Orientation  

By this date: 
 
Pray for a semester filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Prepare with prayer and fasting. 
Gather your family and emphasize how 
much you need their support throughout this 
journey. Becoming a student of the Lord 
through official coursework is a great 
honor. 
 

• Read Ch. 1 Lesson 1.1-1.4 
• Take Ch. 1 Self-exam  

 
Answer all interactive questions from 
Chapter 1 ( 11 questions) 
 
 

Orientation Day: 
1. Welcome: Alpha and Omega Bible School staff 
2. Review of the student handbook 
3. Curriculum Review 
4. Service Learning Requirement Review 

               and final exam 
5. Review of the interactive online course and the printed        

textbook/study guide. 
6. Questions and answers 

 
Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, tablet or 
§ Printed textbook/study guide 
§ Printed or handwritten document with all the interactive 

questions in chaps. 1 (11 questions) resolved. 
1. Listen carefully to the overview of the task by the facilitator and  
    take notes. 
2. Start preparing for the FINAL EXAM & the SLR 

September 
19 
 
2nd Class 

By this date: 
 

• Read Ch. 2 Lesson 2.1-2.2 
• Take Ch. 2 Self-exam  
• Read Ch. 3 Lesson 3.1-1.4 
• Take Ch. 3 Self-exam  

 
Answer all interactive questions from  
 

• Chapters 2&3 (21 total questions) 

Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, tablet or 
§ Printed textbook/study guide 
§ Printed or handwritten document with all the interactive 

questions in chaps. 2 (10 questions) & 3 (11 questions) 
resolved. 
 

1. Listen carefully to the overview of the task by the facilitator  
    and take notes. 
2. Start preparing for the FINAL EXAM & the SLR 

September 
26 
 
3rd Class 

By this date: 
• Read Ch. 4 Lesson 4.1-4.3 
• Take Ch. 4 Self-exam  
• Read Ch. 5 Lesson 5.1-5.3 
• Take Ch. 5 Self-exam  

 
Answer all interactive questions from  
 

• Chapters 4&5 (30 total questions) 
 
Take Progress Assessment 1 
 
(Congratulations! This is the end of 
Unit 1 The World) 

Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, tablet or 
§ Printed textbook/study guide 
§ Printed or handwritten document with all the interactive 

questions of the chapters. 4 (16 questions) and 5 (14 
questions) resolved. 

1. Listen carefully to the overview of the task by the facilitator        
    and take notes. 
2. Come prepared to discuss any concerns after taking the first     
    Progress Assessment. 
 

October 3 
 
4th Class 
 

By this date: 
 

• Read Ch. 6 Lesson 6.1-6.3 
• Take Ch. 6 Self-exam  
• Read Ch. 7 Lesson 7.1-7.2 
• Take Ch. 7 Self-exam  

 
Answer all interactive questions from  
 

• Chapters 6&7 (25 total questions) 

Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, tablet or 
§ Printed textbook/study guide 
§ Printed or handwritten document with all the interactive 

questions of the chapters. 6 (9 questions) and 7 (16 
questions) resolved. 

1.Listen carefully to the overview of the task by the facilitator and   
   take notes. 
2.Continue preparing for the FINAL EXAM & the SLR 
 

October 10 
 
5th Class 

By this date: 
 

• Read Ch. 8 Lesson 8.1-8.4 

Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, tablet or 

S  Y  L  L  A  B  U  S   
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• Take Ch. 8 Self-exam  
• Read Ch. 9 Lesson 9.1-9.4 
• Take Ch. 9 Self-exam  

 
Answer all interactive questions from  
 

• Chapters 8&9 (31 total questions) 
 
Take the Progress Assessment 2 
 
(Congratulations! This is the end of 
Unit 2 The Man) 

§ Printed textbook/study guide 
§ Printed or handwritten document with all the interactive 

questions of the chapters. 8 (10 questions) and 9 (21 
questions) resolved. 

1. Listen carefully to the overview of the task by the facilitator  
    and take notes. 
2. We are in the medium term; continue preparing for the FINAL  
    EXAM & the SLR. 
3. Come prepared to discuss any concerns after taking the second  
    Progress Assessment. 

 
October 17 
 
6th Class 

By this date: 
 
 

• Read Ch. 10 Lesson 10.1-10.3 
• Take Ch. 10 Self-exam  
• Read Ch. 11 Lesson 11.1-11.4 
• Take Ch. 11 Self-exam  

 
Answer all interactive questions from  
 

• Chapters 10&11 (28 total 
questions) 

Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, or 
§ Printed textbook/study guide 
§ Printed or handwritten document with all the interactive 

questions of the chapters. 10 (15 questions) and 11 (13 
questions) resolved. 

1.Listen carefully to the overview of the task by the facilitator and  
   take notes. 
2.Continue preparing for the FINAL EXAM & the SLR. 

October 24 
 
7th Class 

By this date: 
 

• Read Ch. 12 Lesson 12.1-12.3 
• Take Ch. 12 Self-exam  
• Read Ch. 13 Lesson 13.1-13.4 
• Take Ch. 13 Self-exam  

 
Answer all interactive questions from  
 

• Chapters 12&13 (16 total 
questions) 

 
Take the progress test 3 
(Congratulations! This is the end of 
Unit 3 The Message) 

Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, or 
§ Printed textbook/study guide 
§ Printed or handwritten document with all the interactive 

questions of the chapters. 12 (8 questions) and 13 (8 
questions) resolved. 

1.Listen carefully to the overview of the task by the facilitator and             
   take notes. 
2.Come prepared to discuss any concerns after taking the third 
    Progress Assessment. 
3.The final exam is next week; Pray to the Lord and fast as you go     
    through the final stretch. Christ has been with us during this first     
    journey and has promised through the Holy Scriptures to be with  
    us until the end. 

October 31 
 
8th Class 

 FINAL EXAM TODAY 
 
Bring to Class: 
 

§ Laptop, or tablet (for those who are going to take the exam 
online; otherwise, arrive with pencil in hand, spirit, soul 
and body having prayed and fasted. 

 
You have ardently prepared for this moment; You will take a long 
breath and your heart will be filled with gratitude to the Lord for 
walking with you during these 8 weeks. There were tough jobs at 
your place of employment, lots of chores around the house, 
parenting for some of you, leadership efforts at your local church, 
all the daily course readings, answering the course questionnaires, 
and preparing for the final exam… You have finished...  
Christ has been with ALL the TEACHERS AND PUPILS OF 
A&O. 

 
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  ! 
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Important Information: 

This syllabus is subject to modification (concerning dates) as needed according to the discretion of the 
facilitator or environmental circumstances (COVID-19 / variants [BETA DELTA, OMICRON…] 
Monkey Pox or any other global virus). Will follow U.S. government issued instructions, county Of 
Hidalgo judge, city of Mission, Texas  mayor, and / or the health authority of our County (Hidalgo). 
Every change will be duly notified by email, or printed copy. 

Berean School of the Bible:  

Accreditation  
Global University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. Contact information: The Higher 
Learning Commission, 230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500; Chicago, Illinois 60604-1411;Telephone: 
800.621.7440 and 312.263.0456; Fax: 312.263.7462; E-mail:  info@hlcommission.org; Website: 
www.hlcommission.org  
 
Global University has been approved by the State of Missouri to participate in the National Council 
for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (NC-SARA). NC-SARA is a voluntary, regional 
approach to state oversight of postsecondary distance education. Website: www.nc-sara.org  
 
State Certification  
The university is incorporated in the State of Missouri and is certified to operate by the Missouri 
Coordinating Board for Higher Education (CBHE). Website: http://dhe.mo.gov/cbhe/  
 
Memberships  
Global University is a member of the Alliance for Assemblies of God Higher Education (AAGHE), the 
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO), the Asia/Pacific 
Theological Association (APTA), the Association for Pentecostal Theological Education in 
Africa (APTEA), and the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE). 
 
Education Benefits 
Global University's independent study courses have been approved for education benefit payments 
offered by the US Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 
Misiones 
We are a Missions focused school 
Domestic Missions: Widows and Orphans (local community))  
Foreign Missions: Rev. Areli Ortiz, Spain 
www.aphaomegabibleschool.org (tithely: domestic missions / foreign missions) 
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Author of Textbook 

Mike McClaflin has been a missionary with the Assemblies of God since 1973. Initially, he served on 

the faculty of Northern Tanzania Assemblies of God Bible School (1973–1980). Following his 

appointment as principal of the East Africa School of Theology, Nairobi, Kenya, Mike directed its 

activities and promoted its development (1980–1982). Between 1982 and 1983, he devoted a segment of 

time to the research and writing of the undergraduate-level course Life of Christ. From 1984 until 1992, 

he served as Area Director for East Africa and the Indian Ocean Basin. From 1993 to 2003, he served as 

Director of Administration/Missionary Services in the Division of Foreign Missions, in Springfield, 

Missouri. He served as the Assemblies of God World Missions Regional Director for Africa for more 

than a decade before he retired. He joined the Convoy of Hope in 2014, where he is a special assistant to 

Hal Donaldson, the President and Chief Executive Officer. Prior to becoming a missionary, Mike 

received the BS degree from the University of Wyoming, Laramie, Wyoming, and the MA degree in 

Biblical Studies from the Assemblies of God Theological Seminary, Springfield, Missouri. He has also 

pursued graduate studies at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. After 

completing a tour of duty as a captain in the United States Army, Mike joined the pastoral staff at 

Rockwood Park Assembly of God (1970–1972). 
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Professor: Rene A. Barrera, BASOL, Faculty 
EDR Children’s Pastor 
edrmissionkids@gmail.com 
Instagram: @edrkids 
956.241.6349 

Document compiled by: 

Sandra Lylia Garza-Escamilla, BASc., RN, M.Sc., PhD (C), Faculty 
Director Alfa & Omega Bible School (volunteer) 
El Divino Redentor A/D, Mission, Texas  
sandirnbhr@gmail.com 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sandirn1/ 
 
@SandiRN7 
@sandi.rn7 
956.529.3015  
 

www.alphaomegabibleschool.org 
By the grace of my Lord and Savior Jesus of Nazareth, and 

the Holy Spirit of God; Jehovah of Hosts. 
 
 
 

“Una voz que clama en el desierto” al lado del Rev. Evaristo Escamilla (miércoles 11:00 a.m.) 
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